
was to say that school 
Masses would be open to 
parishioners. Unfortunate-
ly, they will not be. I have 
already started the weekly 
class Masses, which take 
place in the mornings, and 
it has been wonderful to 
return to celebrating Mass 
with the children.  

Please remember to pray 
for Sean Gough who is 
being ordained priest on 
Sunday 20th at St Chad’s 
Cathedral at 3pm. I will be 
there, and at his and Bene-
dict Skipper’s first Masses 
on Monday 21st. We will 
welcome Sean to English 
Martyrs’ on Friday 2nd 
October at 7pm. Please 
turn out in good numbers 
to join Fr Sean in thanks-
giving for his ordination. I 
will take names to help 
with seating, and to ensure 
we fill the church as much 
as possible.  

It can be a matter of pride 
for our parishes that, from 
the first moment we were 
allowed to open for private 
prayer, and return to pub-
lic Mass, we have had 
enough volunteer stewards 
to welcome and direct 
people, and to clean after-
wards. We are now at the 
point where people are 
returning to work who 
have been able to help out 
in this role, or have been 
unable to carry on for an-
other reason. We absolute-
ly need to have a minimum 
of two stewards for week-
day Mass, and three for 
Sunday Mass and funerals, 
wedding and baptisms. 
Without stewards we are 
not able to open the 
church. And so, I’m ap-
pealing to parishioners who 
are able to help to volun-
teer for some stewarding. 
This now includes healthy 
over 70s too! Even if you 

cannot commit yourself to 
a regular slot, you can be a 
reserve for when we have a 
need. We have particular 
need at the moment for 
stewards on Tuesday 
mornings at Biddulph.  

One of the things which I 
want to see happen more 
and more is the sharing we 
have between our different 
churches and communities. 
It would be really good if 
volunteers could help out 
between churches, for ex-
ample. Also, now that I am 
alone again, I am keeping 
the daily celebration of 
Mass for parishioners as far 
as possible. It would be 
great to see more people 
crossing the boundaries 
and getting to more week-
day Masses, and even daily 
Mass, by crossing the 
boundary to the ‘other 
church’. One mistake I 
made on the last bulletin 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Gabriel Taurin     

Dufresse 
1750-1815 

Gabriel was a French mis-
sionary priest who, 2 years 
after ordination, aged 26, 
he went on mission to Sze-
chwan province, China. In 
a persecution in 1786, 
Gabriel was arrested. He 
escaped and sought refuge 
with a Catholic family. 
However, the Bishop in-

structed him to give him-
self up protect the family.  
Gabriel was sent to exile in 
Macao, but managed to 
return, and had several 
years of fruitful missionary 
work, being made a bish-
op. Renewed persecution 
meant that he had to spend 
the last ten years of life 
constantly moving around. 
He was eventually cap-
tured and beheaded. 
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birmingham.org 
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CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
The confessionals are out of bounds for the moment. How-
ever, Fr Julian is available for confessions after each Mass 
outside church. Please wear a face covering, and maintain 
one metre’s distance. 

Saturday 12th   6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday John Martin 

Sunday 13th 
Twenty-Fourth      
Sunday of Ordinary 
Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Brian Stanway 

10.00am    Holy Mass Int Baby Erin Primrose 

 11.00am   Holy Mass Veronica Orme 

Monday 14th  
Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Dec of Maughan family 

 6.30pm   Heart to Heart  

Tuesday 15th 
Our Lady of Sorrows 

      

Wednesday 16th 
Ss Cornelius & Cyprian 

      

Thursday 17th 
St Robert Bellarmine 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Bill Adams 

6.30pm    Heart to Heart  

Friday 18th 
Feria 

 11.00am   Requiem Mass Lilian Peach RIP 

Saturday 19th  
Our Lady 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Thanksgiving (PK) 

Sunday 20th 
Twenty-Fifth Sunday 
of Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass Nancy Beveridge 

10.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

 11.00am   Holy Mass John, Elizabeth & Dec of Adams 
family 

Monday 21st                
St Matthew 

      

Tuesday 22nd  
Feria 

9.15am    Holy Mass 
 

James Warnock 

Wednesday 23rd 
St Pio of Pietrelcina  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Int Bernadette McGough 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Thursday 24th 
Our Lady of Walsingham 

6.00pm    Holy Mass Special Intention 

6.30pm    Heart to Heart  

Friday 25th 
Feria  

 6.00pm   Holy Mass Veronica Orme 

 6.30pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 26th  
Our Lady 

 6.30pm   Holy Mass of Sunday Mary, John & Maureen Blood 

Sunday 27th 
Twenty-Sixth Sunday 
of Ordinary Time (A) 

9.00am    Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

10.00am    Holy Mass Private Intention 

 11.00am   Holy Mass  John Martin 
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Parish Office & Parish Priest’s 
Open House  

Teresa is back in the parish office for 
the normal office hours. There is no 
access to the parish office or 
presbytery for parishioners for 
present. If you need to see Teresa, 
then you will have to speak through 
the office window or in the porch.  

There will be no parish priest’s Open 
House time for the foreseeable fu-
ture. If you need to see Fr Julian in 
person, then please arrange by phon-
ing or emailing. In good weather he 
can see parishioners in the garden or 
in the church maintaining distancing. 

Hospital If you know someone in 
hospital, ask the nurses to call the 
Chaplain on call. This is the best way 
of notifying the Catholic chaplain. 
Otherwise, please call the chaplaincy 
on 01782 676400. This is the best 
way of ensuring a chaplain visits your 
loved one. 

Volunteers 
Thank you to all our volunteers 
who enable us to use two of our 
churches for Mass, the Sacraments 
and other services. They have 
been amazing in organising them-
selves and providing a great ser-
vice to all. If you want to volun-
teer, please see Fr Julian. Volun-
teers should be under 70 years. 

Church opening for Mass & personal prayer 
St Joseph’s & English Martyrs’ churches are now open for Mass & personal prayer at the following times: 

St Joseph’s: Church is open on Saturday 6.00pm to 7.00pm; Sunday 10.30am to 11.30am, and on weekdays 
as shown on the weekly schedule. English Martyrs’: Church is open on Sunday 8.30am to 10.30am and on 
weekdays at the times shown on the weekly schedule.  

If you are ill even with mild symptoms of sore throat, cough, fatigue, lack of senses of taste or smell, or with 
any other illness, then you must not come to church. 

You will have to remain at least 1 metre away from all other people, other than those from your household or 
‘support bubble’ at all times, when entering, seated, going to Holy Communion and on exiting.  

You have to wear a face covering at all times inside the church, during Mass or personal prayer. 

Children under the age of 16 are not allowed to access church for private prayer without a responsible adult.  

There will be no toilet facilities available in church. 

In each church there will be a one-way system: 

At St Joseph’s please enter by the side chapel door and leave by the main doors.  

At English Martyrs’, please enter by the main doors and leave by the fire exit at the side. 

During Holy Communion please follow the directions of the stewards and do not leave your seat until invited to 
do so. Holy Communion will be distributed only by the priest, and will only be given in the hand. Specific in-
structions will be given before Mass, or by the stewards, which should be observed.  

Any items you pick up in church (sheets with prayers or readings) you must take home with you. Please sanitise 
your hands as you leave.  

During Eucharistic Adoration: please remain silent in church. 

Sacraments 
It is now possible to arrange Baptisms and Weddings as well as Funerals in 
church. The celebration of the Sacraments is subject to strict limits as regards 
numbers. The law at the moment dictates that only 30 people may attend these 
‘significant life events’. This may change before the time a baptism or wedding 
takes place, but we will have to obey the regulations as they apply at the time of 
the celebration. In order to arrange, or rearrange, a baptism or wedding, please 
contact Fr Julian, preferably by email at his personal email address, as shown on 
the front of the bulletin. Otherwise, call the presbytery. 

Heart to heart 
Heart to Heart is our time of directed 
prayer before the Blessed Sacrament 
at St Joseph’s and English Martyrs’. 

St Joseph’s on Mondays at 6.30pm 

English Martyrs’ on Thursdays at 
6.30pm 

Why not come along to either (or 
both!) this week and meet the Lord 

Heart to heart? 

 

Fr Sean Gough will celebrate his 
first Mass at English Martyrs’ Bid-
dulph, where his great uncle was 
Parish Priest in the 1970s, for the 
Feast of the Guardian Angels, Friday 
2nd October, at 7pm. Please give 
your name to Fr Julian if you are 
coming to this Mass, so we can ar-
range seating. 



Matthew 20:1-16 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner 
going out at daybreak to hire workers for his vineyard. He made an 
agreement with the workers for one denarius a day, and sent them to his 
vineyard. Going out at about the third hour he saw others standing idle 
in the market place and said to them, “You go to my vineyard too and I 
will give you a fair wage.” So they went. At about the sixth hour and 
again at about the ninth hour, he went out and did the same. Then at 
about the eleventh hour he went out and found more men standing 
round, and he said to them, “Why have you been standing here idle all 
day?” “Because no one has hired us” they answered. He said to them, 
“You go into my vineyard too.” In the evening, the owner of the vine-
yard said to his bailiff, “Call the workers and pay them their wages, start-
ing with the last arrivals and ending with the first.” So those who were 
hired at about the eleventh hour came forward and received one denari-
us each. When the first came, they expected to get more, but they too 
received one denarius each. They took it, but grumbled at the landown-
er. “The men who came last” they said “have done only one hour, and 
you have treated them the same as us, though we have done a heavy 
day’s work in all the heat.” He answered one of them and said, “My 
friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not agree on one denarius? 
Take your earnings and go. I choose to pay the last comer as much as I 
pay you. Have I no right to do what I like with my own? Why be envious 
because I am generous?” Thus the last will be first, and the first, last.’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

Sanctuary Lamp Dedications 
Dedications for week beginning 13th September: 
St Joseph’s: Special Intention (MM) 
St John’s: Maria Melfi 
English Martyrs’: Warnock family 
Dedications for week beginning 20th September: 
St Joseph’s: John Martin 
St John’s: Special Intention (MM) 
English Martyrs’:  Denis & Eugene O’Sullivan 

PARISH REGISTERS 
First Holy Communion 
Congratulations to Noah Deaville, who received Holy 
Communion for the first time at English Martyrs’ on 
Sunday 6th September. 
Wedding 
Congratulations to Phillip Thomas Barrow and Rachel 
Ward, who were married at St Joseph’s on Saturday 
12th September. 
Deaths 
Of your charity please pray for the soul of Mary Eliza-
beth Teresa Wilshaw. A Funeral Service will take place 
at Carmountside Crematorium on Tuesday 15th Septem-
ber. 
And also for the soul of Lilian Peach. Requiem Mass for 
the repose of her soul will be celebrated at St Joseph’s on 
Friday 18th September at 11am, followed by committal 
at Bradwell Crematorium.  
And also for the soul of Kenneth William Harding. A 
Funeral Service will take place at Bradwell Crematorium 
on Thursday 17th September. 
Please note, the number attending baptisms, wed-
dings and funerals is limited by the Government to 
30 people. Please do not attend without asking the 
family first, and please realise that priority must go 
to family members.  

Requiescant in pace 

KEY VERSE: "Thus, the last will be first, and the 
first, last" (v. 16). 

TO KNOW: The grape harvest in Israel ripened 
toward the end of September, and was soon fol-
lowed by the rains. If the harvest was not gathered 
before the rain came, it was ruined. Any worker 
was welcome, even if he could give only an hour. 
The men who stood in the market-place were wait-
ing for work. These men were hired labourers and 
were at the mercy of chance employment. The pay 
was a denarius or a drachma, the normal day's wage 
for a working man. Jesus told his disciples a parable 
about divine justice in which God was compared to 
a landowner who called forth workers for his vine-
yard. The first to respond were promised the ex-
pected day's wages. Those who came later were 
promised "what is just" (v. 4). When it was time to 
pay the workers, the owner began with the last and 
paid them a full day's wages. When those who 
worked all day were paid the same amount, they 
complained that they had been treated unfairly. 
The vineyard owner told them that he had done 
them no injustice. Jesus' parable put forth two 
great truths. First, the right of every person to 
work and to earn a living wage. And second, what 
God gives is not pay, but a gift; it is not a reward, 
but grace offered from the goodness of God's heart. 
TO LOVE: In what ways do I work for justice in 
the marketplace? 

switching to direct giving 
It would be a great help to the Parishes if parishioners 
would begin to pay their weekly/monthly collection 

money by Standing Order from your bank to ours. Our 
bank now charges us for paying in cash, and the lack of 

branches makes it harder to make deposits.  
We need as many parishioners as possible to pay by 

Standing Order. It means we receive your offertory even 
when you are unable to be at Mass! 

Please use the form here: https://tinyurl.com/uqsttlr or 
pick up a copy at  church 

and deliver/post to St Joseph’s presbytery. 

This is a great time to reassess your giving to your parish. 
When is the last time you increased your giving? How 

realistic is your giving compared to the needs of the par-
ish and the number of people who support it? 

If you are a current Standing Order giver, and wish to 
increase your donation, please contact the Parish Office 

If you are a tax payer, please also Gift Aid your donation 


